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Harris County Medical Society and Houston Academy of Medicine Honor 

Local Media for Excellent Medical Reporting 

Houston, TX (May 13, 2010)…Local journalists were honored for outstanding medical/health reporting at the Francis C. Moore, MD, Medical Journalism Awards luncheon hosted by the Harris County Medical Society (HCMS) and Houston Academy of Medicine (HAM) on May 13 at Trevisio. HCMS President Dr. William S. Gilmer and HAM President Dr. JoAnne L. Rogers presented the awards. Dr. Gilmer gave a presentation entitled, “Building a New Health Law on a Crumbling Foundation,” before the awards ceremony.
The Francis C. Moore, MD, Medical Journalism Award is named for one of the founding members of the Harris County Medical Society. Dr. Moore, a practicing physician during the mid-1800s, owned, edited and published The Houston Telegraph, the publication that preceded The Houston Post. Today, the Francis C. Moore Award continues his legacy of cooperation and partnership between medicine and the local media. 
Since 1982, the Harris County Medical Society and Houston Academy of Medicine have recognized print and broadcast reporters for their dedication in delivering accurate and timely medical information to the public through the Moore Awards. Entries in this year’s competition were published or aired in 2009 in the categories of medical/health and medical economics. Former journalists and members of the communications community judged the entries on the basis of accuracy, significance and quality.  
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Francis C. Moore, MD, Medical Journalism Awards

Category of Daily Newspapers, Medical/Health News Stories


An Award of Merit was presented to Cindy George, Houston Chronicle, for “Houston Expecting a Baby Bump.” This story was recognized nationwide and received coverage by broadcast, print, radio, and online media about the bevy of babies likely conceived during Hurricane Ike power outages. 


An Award of Excellence was presented to Cindy George, Houston Chronicle, for “Quick Look Keeps Patients Moving/Hospitals Using a New Strategy to Ease Crowded ERs.” This story brought awareness to the public on a pilot program in the Houston area aimed at reducing the time patients spend in the emergency department.
Category of Daily Newspapers, Medical/Health Series


An Award of Excellence was presented to Cindy George, Houston Chronicle, for “Continuing Coverage of H1N1.” In this series, Cindy George provided the public with accurate, timely information and resources on H1N1, which emerged as one of the top health stories of 2009. 

Category Medical Economics, Series

An Award of Merit went to Patricia Gras, Laura Lucas, Nancy Simonds, Ernie Manouse, and Joe Brueggeman, Houston PBS TV, for “Have Your Say Town Forum: Health Care Reform.” In this story, the journalists tried to determine fact from fiction, educate the public about how the Houston region may be affected by national health system reform as well as provide the public with an opportunity to give their views on health care.
An Award of Excellence was presented to Amy Davis, John Barone and Jon Hill, KPRC TV, for “Your Health or Your Money.” This series uncovered an agreement made by a paramedic group and a private helicopter company that encouraged paramedics to transport patients by helicopter, no matter the patient’s condition, leaving patients often with unnecessary bills. 
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Category Medical Economics, Story

 An Award of Merit was presented to Greg Groogan and Mark Muller, KRIV Fox 26 TV, for “Why Give up the Gold Card?” In this story, the journalists explored how the current gold card holders felt about health system reform as well as provided potential repercussions for local taxpayers, if funds were redirected from Houston’s local health care safety net to the federal public option. 

An Award of Excellence was presented to Cindy George, Houston Chronicle, for “After a Job Loss, Medical Bills a Devastating Blow/For Some, It’s Their First Brush with Navigating Public Assistance.” With so many uninsured for the first time in the Houston area, the reporter wanted to make people aware of how to reduce medical debt. 

Category Periodicals, Medical/Health News Story


An Award of Merit was presented to Ronda Wendler, Texas Medical Center News, for her story, “New Center Treats Childhood Eye Cancer.” The objective of this story was to raise awareness of retinoblastoma, a serious cancer of the retina that affects children from birth to five years of age and is sometimes mistaken for “lazy eye” syndrome. 

An Award of Excellence was presented to Ronda Wendler, Texas Medical Center News, for her story, “Video Game Technology Helps Surgeons Operate.” The goal of this story was to inform readers of a revolutionary technology developed in the Texas Medical Center that borrows lessons from the video gaming industry and allows doctors to travel through three-dimensional images of their patients’ bodies, swooping past bones, surfing the bloodstream, and exploring internal organs. 

Category Television, Medical/Health Series

An Award of Merit was presented to Patricia Gras, Minerva Perez and Sofia Adrogue, HTV, for “Breast Cancer Special: Latino Voices: Smart Talk.”  The goal of the story was to provide current information on breast cancer, including prevention, diagnosis, treatment, and support systems available. 
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An Award of Excellence was presented to Amy Davis, Brian Sasser, Jon Hill, and John Barone, KPRC TV, for “Local 2: Swine Flu Family Guide.” The goal of the series was to provide the public with easy-to-understand answers from expert physicians on, what at the time was a complicated issue. 
Category Television, Medical/Health Story
An Award of Merit was presented to Steve Simon and Shannon Runyon, KIAH-TV Channel 39, for “Plato’s Cave.” In this story, the journalists explained a new technology that takes standard 2-D MRI images and transforms them into 3D views. 
An Award of Excellence was presented to Greg Groogan and Mark Muller, KRIV-TV Fox 26, for “The Mending.”  The story not only highlights the physical mending from a disability but also shows how patients with disabilities often find previously untapped abilities. 

Category Radio, Medical/Health News Story


Award of Merit was presented to Melissa Galvez, KUHF NPR Radio, for “Music Helps Parkinson Patients.” In this story, the reporter interviews a physician who is working on helping Parkinson patients regain their internal sense of rhythm and regulate their movements through the use of musical rhythms. 


Award of Excellence was presented to Melissa Galvez, KUHF NPR Radio, for “Seeing Lympodemia with Night Vision.” In this story, the reporter looks at new research being conducted using night vision goggles to study lympodemia, a side effect of cancer treatments. 

The Harris County Medical Society, established in 1903, is the professional organization for physicians in Harris County. It is the largest county medical society in the nation with a membership of nearly 11,000 physicians and medical students. Its mission is to   be the leading advocate for member physicians, their patients and the community, in promoting the highest standards of ethical medical practice, access to quality medical care, medical education, research and community health. The Houston Academy of Medicine is the charitable and educational arm of the Medical Society.
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